英-05-国-高専-問-07
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次の文章はカレンダー（calendar）の歴史に関するものです。よく読んで，後の問いに答えなさい。

Today our calendar has 365 days.  But we know that a year is really a little longer than that ―365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes, and 46 seconds long.  This is called a “sun’s year”.  The small difference between the two is a problem when people make a calendar.  In the old days, people needed to divide one year into shorter units.  It was difficult to decide how many days or how many months there should be in one year.

The Babylonian calendar had 12 months of 29 or 30 days, but the year was only 354 days long.  About every four years, the people put one more month in their calendar.  But it didn’t work well.  For example, when the calendar said it was the first day of spring, it was still winter.

The Egyptian calendar years had 360 days.  The people divided the year into 12 months.  Each month was 30 days long.  Their calendar was 5 days shorter than today’s calendar.  The calendar didn’t work well, either.

The first Roman calendar was not as good as the Egyptian one.  It had 10 months, and the year began in March.  The year was only 304 days long ― about 60 days shorter.  These 60 days were not put in the calendar.  People had to pay taxes for the 304 days, but did not have to pay taxes for the 60 days.  But soon one Roman king thought that the 60 days also should be in the calendar.  He wanted to collect taxes far these 60 days, too.  He put January and February at the end of the year.

In 46 B.C. Julius Caesar introduced a calendar that had 365 days.  Like the Babylonian people, he changed the number of days in a month.  Each month was 30 or 31 days long, and February had 29 days ― this calendar was very close to today’s one, but a little different.  To make his calendar better, Caesar made every fourth year a leap year.  In such a year, February had 30 days.  He also moved the New Year’s Day to January 1st.

Caesar’s calendar was very important in history, but not perfect.  In 1582, Pope Gregory ⅩⅢ said that there should be no leap year at the end of a century.  But his idea was still not perfect, so he changed it later.  If the century-end year could he divided by 400, that year should be a leap year.  So there was no leap year in 1700, 1800, and 1900, but and year 2000 was a leap year.

Now, we use Pope Gregory’s calendar in Japan.  On that calendar, a year is only 26.3 seconds shorter than a “sun’s year”.  These few seconds are not a problem now, but in the future they will be.

（注）
divide　分割する
unit　単位
Babylonian　バビロニアの


Egyptian　エジプトの
Roman　ローマの
tax　税金


Julius Caesar　ジュリアス・シーザー
leap year　うるう年


perfect　完全な
Pope Gregory ⅩⅢ　ローマ教皇グレゴリウス13世

問１
本文の内容から判断して，次の１～５の（　　）に入る最も適当なものを，次のア～セの中から一つずつ選び，記号で答えなさい。

１
Every month had the same number of days on the (　　) calendar.

２
The Babylonian calendar and the Egyptian calendar didn’t work well because the calendars 
went faster than the (　　).

３
The first Roman calendar had two (　　) months in a year than the Egyptian calendar.

４
On the first Roman calendar September was the (　　) month of a year.

５
Pope Gregory’s calendar tells us that the year (　　) is a leap year.

ア
months
イ
seasons
ウ
fewer
エ
more

オ
shorter
カ
seventh
キ
ninth
ク
tenth

ケ
2200
コ
2400
サ
2600

シ
Babylonian
ス
Egyptian
セ
first Roman

問２
次の質問に対して，最も適当な答えとなる英文を次のア～エの中から一つ選び，記号で答えなさい。


Question:
Why did one Roman king put January and February in the calendar?


Answer:
ア
Because he thought that December should not be the last month of the year.



イ
Because he thought that January should he the first month of the year.



ウ
Because he wanted to get more taxes.



エ
Because he didn’t want his people to pay taxes.

問３
本文の内容と一致するものを次のア～オの中から一つ選び，記号で答えなさい。

ア
On the Babylonian calendar, they had 7 months of 29 days and months of 30 days in one year.

イ
One month usually had 29 days on the Babylonian calendar, but it became one day longer every four years.

ウ
The first Roman calendar had the same number of days in one year as Julius Caesar’s calendar.

エ
In a leap year on Julius Caesar’s calendar, they had 6 months of 30 days and 6 months of 31 days.

オ
Pope Gregory ⅩⅢ made his calendar better than Julius Caesar’s by introducing a leap year into his calendar.
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